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The name of the yearly ritual -- the Trial of the Pyx -- dates 
from the time of the early English kings, when few but the clergy had 
the education and experience to make them competent to guard against 
fraud by mint-masters and others privileged tc make coin in the weight 
or fineness of the coinage metal. The word Pyx is from the Greek 
word Puxis, meaning a box, and was the name given to the box upon 
the altar or credence table in which was kept the sacred bread or wafer 
used in the sacramental celebration. It was so arranged that it was 
easy to deposit the wafer, for safekeeping, but impossible for any one 
not duly authorized to remove it from the box. A similar "py x " was 
provided by the mint-master, on a larger scale, and at each coinage 
certain pieces, taken at random, were deposited therein for future 
inspection and trial. 

Over 149 thousand coins, reserved for the annual test, have been 
deposited in the United States Pyx. They are representative of the 9. 5 
billion coins produced in 1966, the largest production in the history of 
any mint. This production overcame the most severe coin shortage the 
Nation has ever experienced and marked the introduction of a new sub- 
sidiary coinage consisting of 40% silver half dollars and cupro-nickel 
quarters and dimes. 


-oOo- 



Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 


January 2h, 1967 


Mr. Devid H. Morey, President 
The Boatmen's National Bank 
Broadway and Olive St. 

St, Louis, Missouri 

Deer Dave* 


Thank you for your kind words with 
respect to my work in numismatics. I will 
report to you if the coinape of the United 
States, which I am about to assay, turns 
out to be intrinsically worth less than 
paper money. 

What intrigues me is whether the 
numismatic disease has reached serious pro- 
portions with you since you are reading COIN 
WORLD and, if it has, please let me know how 
I can encourage you. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E n N / atb 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


February 10, 1967 


Miss Eva Adams, Director 

United States Mint 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D.C. 

Desr Eva: 

The 1967 Assay Commission proceedings were delightful 
and all of us "pyxies*" enjoyed the work, the responsibility, 
the new acquaintances, and the pleasantries accompanying the 
event* I, naturally, am particularly grateful to you, and 
little did I think that our casual meeting at the last ANA 
Convention, in Chicago, would result in such an exciting exper- 
ience for me. I thank you, sincerely, for everything which you 
did to bring all this about. 

In addition to your various accomplishments, I hope that 
you did not mind it when I added thet you were now a model. The 
Assay medal is truly artistic and I was very glad that the real 
"metal" of which you are made, was pointed out to our group by 
Mr. Sura, 


I am enclosing a copy of the Philadelphia Bulletin for 
February 8 giving proof that you even shine in reflected light. 
The same photo vras in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

When I returned home I found my new book was just de- 
livered and I am sending you a copy under separate cover. 

With kindest personal regards, 

S incer ely. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


* Excuse the "coined" word. 

E?N/a tb 




A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


Hits 8 Eve Adams, Director 

United States Mint 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D.C. 

Deer Eve: 


In addition to your various accomplishments, I hop© that 


you did not mind it when I added thet you were now a model. The 
Assay medal is truly artistic and I was very glad that the real 
"metal" of which you are made, was pointed out to our group by 
Hr. Sura. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Philadelphia Bulletin for 
February 8 giving proof that you even shine in reflected light. 
The same photo was in the St. Louis ’ost-D.lspti ^ch • 

When I returned home I found my new book was just de- 
livered and I am sending you a copy under separate cover. 

With kindest personel regards. 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


February 10, 1967 



S incerely 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


* Excuse the "coined" word. 


ETN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 10, 1967 


Mrs. Matthew Rothert 
6^6 Graham Street, N . W . 

Camden, Arkansas 71701 

Dear Janet: 

Your charm and enthusiasm added so much to 
everyone *s pleasure in Philadelphia. 

You certainly were kind to spark my promotion 
and by doing so you relieved me from doing any work 
except talking. 

I am glad that the Philadelphia Inquirier recog 
nized who was of real importance and put your picture 
in their writeup of the event. 

My best regards to the only husband and wife 
team who have been pyxies (if you will excuse a newly 
'’coined" word). 

Cordially, 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 

EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E?N/a tb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5i Missouri 


February lU,1967 


The Honorable 

Leonor K. (Mrs# John B.) Sullivan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20 % 1 $ 


Deer Mrs. Sullivan: 

Thanks to your kindness, and that of Eva Adams 
I was appointed by President Johnson to the United 
States Assay Commission, and attended the proceeding, 
in Philadelphia, on February 8, 1967. The Commission 
was nice enough to make me chairman,and I am enclos- 
ing herewith the publicity which was in the St. Louis 
Post -Dispatch. 

I enjoyed the work, very much, and appreciate 
your M lbK w cooperation in connection with this honor. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Form #105 


February 111* 1967 


MEMORANDUM 


To 


Mr, 


Kenneth 


Bressett 


From 


Eric P, Newman 


Dear Ken: 


I will work up something on the Assay Commission, shortly, 
and will get to your Colonial paper money desires as soon as I 
have an opportunity. I have been a ^ ittle busy. 


Sincerely, 


E-’N/atb 




i 


* \ 


February lh, 1967 


Dear Becky, 

You were sweet to call my attention 
to the *ssay Commission publicity in the 
Richmond paper. They are hard up for news. 
Evelyn is in New York, buying for 

her shops. 

All of us must get together. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Mrs .Oeo.W.Mapp, Jr. 
Accomac, Virginia 


EPN/atb 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 


OFFICE OF 

DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 


February 21 , 1967 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

61+50 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

As you requested, we are sending you a copy of the 
Proceedings of the Annual Assay Commission for 1967* 

This is now ready to be sent to all members of this 
Commission, pending your approval as Chairman. 

We would very much appreciate your reply as soon as 
possible. 


Enclosure 

P.S. Enclosed are copies of letters to Denver and San Francisco 
regarding out-of-tolerance coins. 


Sincerely, 



Eva Adams 

Director of the Mint 



Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 


OFFICE OF 

DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 


February 21, 1967 


Mrs. Fern V. Miller 
Superintendent 
United States Mint 
Denver, Colorado 80204 

Dear Mrs. Miller: 

The Annual Assay Commission for 1967 found a clad half 
dollar in your delivery No. SC-11, dated January 17 j 
■which weighed 6.77 grains below standard weight or 2.77 grains out 
of allowable tolerance. 

It was recognized that when we started making coins from 
purchased clad strip, problems of control would be much more 
difficult than when the strip was fabricated in the Mint. For 
this reason, instructions were issued from this office for a greatly 
expanded system of inspection, with a record being maintained of 
the results of all testing. You were requested to immediately notify 
the contractors of any strip not meeting specifications. 

We recognize that the function of the Assay Commission is to 
independently check the specifications of the United States Coinage 
and feel that the work of the Commission is essential in maintaining 
public confidence in the quality of coins produced by the Mint. 
However, it is embarrassing to the Department, as well as to us, and 
I know to you, to have any coin found to be out of tolerance by the 
Commission. 

You are requested to submit a report to this office as to the 
probable reasons of this out-of-weight coin and what safeguards are 
being instituted to prevent the production of any out-of-tolerance 
coins in the future. 


Sincerely, 



Director of the Mint 



Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


February 22, 1967 


Mr. W. fi, Philpott, Jr. 

Texas Bankers Ass 'n. 

2118 Adolphus Tower 
Dallas 2, Texas 

Deer Bill* 

You were very thoughtful to follow through on the 
Rodgers Salt notes and I am glad to have them. I was 
familiar with them as e Louisiana item as that is the 
place of issue. I am certainly pleased to get all the 
information about them which you gave me and wanted to 
encourage you to write it up if it has not heretofore 
been written. I imagine the Morton Salt people would 
be most interested if they operate salt mines in the 
area . 


I certainly agree with you that the Assay Commission 
experience was an exciting one and Miss Adams and Mr. Sura 
did everything they could to make it that way. I re- 
ceived most of my instructions from the Secretary of the 
flora lesion and I imagine he is still worrying about how 
to write the report showing that two of the coins are 
short weight beyond the tolerance limit. I was consider- 
ing but did not dare state that the Commission should 
find that the intrinsic value of the coin is now approach- 
ing the intrinsic value of the paper money. 

Whenever you come to St. Louis it would be delightful 
if you would come to ray home. 

Most cordially yours. 


EP’i/etb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 27, 1967 


Miss 7 v 8 Adams 
Director of the Mint 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Miss Adams: 

I have reviewed the proceedings of the 1967 
Assay Commission end feel that they are in excellent form. 

I note that the resolutions adopted by the Commission have 
been corrected as to technical matters in accordance with 
my understanding with Mr.Cgrvile and the announcement to 
the Commission at the time of adoption. 

I particularly like the way in which you handled 
the slight deviations in weight which appeared in the ex- 
amples which were tested. 

One of the recommendations which I would like 
to make is that the Mint purchase a nondestructive metallic 
quantitative analyzer of the type the Royal Mint has 
or of other similar type operated by X-ray defraction. I 
believe it has some excellent uses which a destructive 
analyzer does not. 

Thank you, again, for the opportunity of being 

of service. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E'N/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 6, 1967 


Mr.Hamil Westwood 
The Assay Office 
New Hall Street 
Birmingham 3 , England 

Dear Hamil: 

Thanks to you, I recently served as the Chair- 
man of the Presidentially appointed Assay Commission 
for the United States Mint operations. I wish to ex- 
press my appreciation to you because I had a lot of 
fun doing it. You may not want to take credit for it 
and, therefore I feel I should outline why you are re- 
sponsible . 


When political representatives were casting 
about for those to be named to the Assay Commission, 
the Director of the United States Mint was chatting 
with Congresswoman Leonor Sullivan. l ^hen ray name was 
mentioned as a possibility, Leonor Sullivan immediately 
indicated that I had been helpful to her on a project 
still under review with respect to the marking of gold 
on jewelry. The recommendation, therefore, was made 
to the President. 

When the Assay Commission met, I tfas elected 
as Chairman because of my research and writing on coins, 
part of which resulted from my research in Birmingham 
with respect to Matthew Boulton. 

I hope that you and your wife are in the best 
of health and full of vigor and can report that Evelyn 
and I have been churning up the foam to the fullest 
extent. 


I will keep you advised as the jewelry matter 

proceeds . 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


March 8, 196 7 









Mr. Kenneth Bressett Eric P. Newman 

Dear Ken: 

Enclosed are four photographs of the Assay Commission 

activity. 

1. Eva Adams and "Yours Truly". 

2, William Philpott, and Janet Rothert. 

3 & h .... Two group photos which include Jake B. Sureck, 
Philpott, Mrs. Rothert, et al. ^o not go by the identification 
cards on the table as everyone was all mixed up by then. 

If you still want me to, I will send you my Assay medal 
as I have no picture of it. 

Return these pictures at your convenience. 

Sincer ely. 


EPN/atb 


Whitman 


Whitman Publishing COMPANY 


A SUBSIDIARY OF WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 

1220 MOUND AVENUE, RACINE, WISCONSIN 53404 . PHONE 414 633-2431 


CABLE ADDRESS-WESTLITHO 


March 11, 1967 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

P.O.Box 14020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 

Dear Eric: 

Your Assay Medal arrived safely. Iam having it photographed 
and will return it to you before the end of the month. 

I am using two of the photographs you sent and will return 
them to you when we have finished. The others are enclosed 
herewith . 



KEB: ca 


ENC: Xeroxes- 2 
Photos - 2 


Sincerely 


WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Kenneth E. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 




TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 


OFFICE OF 


DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 


March 13 , 1967 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your letter of February 27, 1967* We are 
gratified that you have found the proceedings and resolutions of 
the 1967 Annual Assay Commission in order. 

With reference to your recommendation that the Mint purchase 
a nondestructive metallic quantitative analyzer, we are pleased to 
inform you that we have during the past twelve months, added to 
the Bureau of the Mint laboratory equipment, an X-Ray Micron Probe, 
used principally for nondestructive testing on coinage, but 
adaptable to any uniform matrix. We also have an X-Ray Fluorescence 
Unit for quantitative testing on just about anything. On homogeneous 
melts, the tests are performed in the solid state. When we have 
the clad coins, however, we must dissolve the coins to get a uniform 
mix as the x-rays do not read-out metals in layers. Our Atomic 
Absorption and Flame Emission Analyzer, is used principally for 
trace elements in the metals used for coinage. 

We are not aware that the Royal Mint had an X-Ray Diffraction 
Unit. They make no mention of it in "Modernization of the Assay 
Office" in the 1965 Annual Report. They do, however, have x-ray 
fluorescence equipment similar to ours. 


Sincerely, 



Eva Adams 

Director of the Mint 



Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 22, 1967 


Hiss Eva Adams 
Director of the Mint 
Treasury- Department 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Adams: 


We were very pleased to learn that during the 


lest twelve months you have added new nondestructive 
coin testing equipment. I discussed these metiers with 
Messrs. Johnson, Brokenbor ough end Dietz, at the 
Philadelphia Mint during the meeting of the Assay Com- 
mission. Is this equipment in ashington? Would we be 
permitted to send coins in for nondestructive quanti- 
tative analyses ? Such cooperation from the government 
would be very important for coin research purposes. 


T am glad you clarified: for us the exact nature 


of the equipment at the Royal Mint. I recall that the 
computers there were set for the determination of ten 
different metals. 


The opportunity to work with you in certain 


coin testing is something we look forward to and hope 
that, you can advise us that this is possible. 



Kindest regards. 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN 

a tb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



Old Timer Assay Commissioners Society 
U. S. A. 

June 22, 1967 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

645O Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

On August 20, 1964» during the American Numismatic Association 
Convention at Cleveland, Ohio, an informal meeting was held of 
Assay Member past and present. About twenty attended, and it 
was an enjoyable occasion. 

At this time it was decided to form the Old Timer Assay Commissioners 
Society and to hold annual meetings in conjunction with future 
A.N.A. Conventions. The first meeting was held in Houston, Texas 
in August 1965 the second meeting in Chicago, Illinois in August 
1966. The third annual meeting is planned for August 10, 1967 at 
The Americana Hotel in Bal Harbour, Fla. (Miami Beach) during the 
A.N.A. Convention. 

The dues decided upon are S3 *00 per year for each Assay Commission 
member and $2.00 per year for their spouse, if not a member, but 
desiring to attend the party. Our officers promise faithfully to 
spend all of the yearly dues for our big meeting and party. 

Miss Eva Adams, who was present at our organizational meeting, was 
named Honorary Chairman: Mrs. P. M. Williams, Miss Adams’ Administrative 
Assistant, Honorary Assistant Chairman. Our first officers were: 

Matt Rothert Chief Assayer(pres. ), Vernon Brown Chief Counter(sec. ) 
and Ray Lefman Chief Weigher (treas. ). In 1965 the following officers 
were elected: Ray Lefman Chief Assayer, Lucy Freeman Chief Counter 
and Chet Krause Chief Weigher. In 1966 the following officers were 
elected: Lucy Freeman Chief Assayer, Polly Dodson Chief Counter and 
Mike Dolnick Chief Weigher. 

It is our wish that you will join the Old Timer Assay Commissioners 
Society by sending your dues for 1967 to Mr. Michael M. Dolnick, 

7667 Maple Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland 20012. It is our further 
wish that you will attend the meeting at the Americana in Miami 
Beach in August, and share in our fun. 

The Old Timers are looking forward to welcoming the newest Assay 
Commissioners at the party in Miami Beach. 


Your Chief Assayer 1967 



June 26, 1967 


Mrs, Lucy Freemen 
P.O.Box 280 

Newport, trkenses 72112 

Dear Mrs# Freemen: 

You were nice enough to write me 
e personal letter to Join the Old Timer 
Assay Commissioners Society, 

Unfortunately, I will not be able 
to attend the Miami Beech activity but am 
glad to enclose my dues for the benefit of 
those who will consume my share of the fun. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


C Ct 

r . iichael M.Dolnick 
7667 Maple Avenue 
Takoraa Park, Maryland 20012 


EP'J/atb 


Dear Member: 


t* ' 


The Third Annual Meeting and Party of The Old 
Time Assay Commissioners will be held at The 
Americana Ho-tel, Bal Harbour, Miami Beach, Florida 
immediately folllowing the Educational Forum, Thursday 
night, August 10, 1967. 

All Members are invited and admittance will be by 
Membership Cards Only. 


The short business meeting will include election 
of officers. 

Mr. William Louth of Medallic Art Co. will aeain 
prepare an OTACS Medal for each member ATTEND- 
ING THE MEETING. 


Please return this card before July 10 if you plan to attend 


0. T. A. C. S. 


f 


OLD TIME ASSAY COMMISSIONERS SOCIETY 

U. S. A. 


R. S. Yeoman, Chief Assayer 
Edward C. Roche tte. Chief Weigher 
Janet Rothert, Chief Counter 
The Ray Lefmans, Chief Greeters 


Polly Dodson, Keeper of Statistics 

William Louth, Honorary Keeper of Medal Vault 

Mrs. Mary Brooks, Honorary Officer - 

Keeper of the Pyx 


June 4, 1970 


This is your Society's annual call for dues. 

Old Timers of past years will recall that the $3.00 
we remit helps to pay for the fun, food, and refresh- 
ments at the meeting-party in conjunction with the 
annual A.N.A. convention. Spouses of members are 
invited. $2.00 in addition to the dues (total $5.00) 
will take care of both for the party. 

This year we will meet, as usual, following the 
Educational Program. Chief Greeters Ray and Betty 
Lefman have made arrangements for a private room 
at convention headquarters, the Chase-Park Plaza 
Hotel. Exact time and place will be found in the 
official program, which will be issued at the A.N.A. 
convention . 

Bronze medals will again be supplied to each member 
through the cooperation of Bill Louth and his 
Medallic Art Company. They will be available only 
at the party, and your officers have decided to 
collect $2.00 from each member present as a reim- 
bursement to Bill to cover the bare cost of each 
medal. This amount will be collected at the party, 
so please do not include with your dues. 

So make sure you (and possibly your spouse) are on 
the record and paid up for the party. We always 
have a happy time and the St. Louis affair ought to 
be one of the liveliest. Send dues directly to Ed 
Rochette, Chief Weigher (Treasurer), using the 
enclosed remittance form. 





